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savages might burn up before an idol in thank-offering for the sunlight that had ripened them. There can be no labor until there is a man; there can be no capital until man has worked and saved; but land was here before man came. To the production of commodities the laborer furnishes human exertion; the capitalist furnishes the results of human exertion embodied in forms that may be used to aid further exertion; but the land-owner furnishes—what? The superficies of the earth? the latent powers of the soil? the ores beneath it? the rain? the sunshine? gravitation? the chemical affinities? "What does the land-owner furnish. that involves any coiitnbutlon from him to the exertion required in production ? The answer must be, nothing! And hence it is that what goes to the land-owner out of the results of production is not the reward of producers and does not stimulate production, but Is merely a toll which producers are compelled to pay to one whom our laws permit to treat as his own what Nature furnishes. Now, keeping these principles in. mind, let us turn. to the effects of protection. Let us suppose that England were to do as the English agriculturist landlords are very anxious to have her do—go back to the protective policy and impose a high duty on grain. This would much increase the price of grain in England, and its first effect would be, while seriously injuring other industries, to give much larger profits to English farmers, This increase of profits would cause a rush into the business of farming, and. the increased competition for the use of agricultural land would raise agricultural rents, so that the result would be, when industry had readjusted itself, that though, the people of England would have to pay more for grain, the profits of grain

